
MAYWOOD What was your inspira-

tion for this new collection?

KRIS  Inspiration is a funny thing - it can come from 

anything we see or hear, anywhere, at any time. But 

sometimes it's simply a feeling or a memory. That was 

the case for "Frolic In The Snow". I grew up where there 

was no definite change of seasons. When I moved to 

Idaho, I experienced winter. I don't deny the difficul-

ties of snow...driving, shoveling...it is a challenge at 

times. But snow is...magical. That first blanket of spar-

kling snow covers everything and makes it fresh and 

new. The bare trees, the dead grass, the miscellaneous 

outdoor accumulations of life that everyone has...when 

covered in snow, are all beautiful. All noise is muted 

and everyone slows down. Attitudes change, people 

are smiling, children are over the moon and love to be 

silly in the snow! 

MAYWOOD  What does your creative process look 

like?

KRIS  When I begin a new collection, I start by mak-

ing a list of ideas for a main design and all possible 

coordinates. I gather any inspiration I find. It could 

be a picture from a magazine or a vintage Christmas 

card, and lately Pinterest is a great way to get inspired. 

I do a few pages of messy little sketches just to get the 

ideas down. I would say I spend several days tweak-

ing ideas. Sometimes I end up going in a completely 

different direction. Once I think I have a concept fig-

ured out, I begin rough sketches...which are not really 

that rough...I tend to be a bit of a perfectionist so I will 

work it over and over until all it really needs is ink. 

Once all the sketches are done I go over them 

with a very fine point pigment pen and erase the 

pencil. Then I scan and print them onto marker 

paper and begin coloring - my favorite part! 

MAYWOOD  What do you like to do when you’re not 

illustrating?

KRIS  In my spare time I like to refashion clothing - 

mostly jackets - which is such a great trend right now. 

I love it because there are no rules, anything goes! 

Combining different fabrics, different colors, textures 

and prints to make a unique garment - so fun. I have 

sold many of the jackets I've made. It's a wonderful 

creative outlet! 

MAYWOOD  Fun! Anything else?

KRIS  I love to go junking! Great treasures can be 

found if you go often enough. To re-purpose, or just 

to clean up and re-use...it's addicting. I like to paint 

furniture - and have also sold many pieces. So, furni-

ture refinishing and clothing refashion are actually my 

excuse for going junking!

MAYWOOD  What’s the appeal for you as the de-

signer in creating fabric for quilters?

KRIS  Confession - I don't quilt. I sew, and I know the 

basics (barely) of quilting. But my passion is drawing. 

I love quilters...they are very forgiving of my NOT be-

ing a quilter. I love the camaraderie of this centuries old 

tradition...strangers can meet in a quilt shop and 

become instant friends. Quilters are artists...and their 

creativity amazes me! And through designing quilt 

fabric I have made some dear friends. 
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